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and the government's tax base, they were not sufficiently integrative to
produce a body politic in agreement over the appropriate direction of affairs.
Whatever the perspective, the extreme verticality of the Andes al
ways posed special geographical problems whose solutions involved a
significant amount of social control. When organized by the Inca and for
their benefit, these solutions tend to take on the benign appearance of group
solidarity working for the well-being of the whole, at least in the hands of
many historians. The reality, however, is that under both the Inca and the
Spanish, such solutions probably involved a significant amount of force,
inequality, and exploitation. Andrien is savvy enough not to fall into the trap
of idyllic indigenismo when writing the history of the Andean experience
under Spanish colonialism.
While Andrien details the millenarian and anti-Spanish aspects of the
rebellions that shook the Andes in the late-colonial period, he also demon
strates that many of the key participants were Creoles, mestizos, and
Hispanicized Andeans who accepted much of Spanish culture, religion, and
political forms. Traditionally the emphasis has been on the indigenous basis
for these revolts, but the roles played by competing corregidores, kuracas,
priests, and other middle echelon figures suggest something far less radical
than the picture painted by much of the historiography. Andrien' s balanced
account offers a solid point of departure for further research.
Maurice P. Brungardt

History Department
Loyola University, New Orleans

